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SEC. 5. RIGHT OF FIRST OFFER FOR SUBSE-
QUENT CONVEYANCE OF FEDERAL
LAND.

(a) RIGHT OF FIRST OFFER.—AS a condition
on the conveyance of the Federal land under
section 3 and its reconveyance to the Se-
quoia Council of the Boy Scouts of America,
as required by section 3(d)(1), the Secretary
shall require that the Council agree to pro-
vide the owner of the easement granted
under section 4 the right of first offer to ob-
tain the Federal land, or any portion thereof,
that the Council ever proposes to sell, trans-
fer, or otherwise convey.

(b) NOTICE AND OFFER.—If the Council pro-
poses to sell, transfer, or otherwise convey
the Federal land or a portion thereof, the
Council shall give the easement owner writ-
ten notice specifying the terms and condi-
tions on which the conveyance is proposed
and offering to convey to the easement
owner, on the same terms and conditions,
the Federal land or the portion thereof pro-
posed for conveyance.

(c) ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION OF OFFER.—
Within 90 days after the easement owner re-
ceives the notice required by subsection (b)
and all available documents necessary to
perform reasonable due diligence on the pro-
posed conveyance, the easement owner shall
either accept or reject the offer. If the ease-
ment owner accepts the offer, the closing of
the sale shall be governed by the terms of
the offer in the notice.

(d) EFFECT OF REJECTION.—If the hydro-
power easement owner rejects an offer under
subsection (b) or fails to respond to the offer
before the expiration of the 90-day period
provided in subsection (c), the Council may
convey the property covered by the notice to
any other person on the same terms and con-
ditions specified in the notice. If those terms
and conditions are subsequently altered in
any way, then the notice and offer shall
again be made to the easement owner under
subsection (b). The rejection by the ease-
ment owner of one or more of such offers
shall not affect its right of first offer as to
any other proposed conveyance by the Coun-
cil.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. RENZI)
and the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. RENZI).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 409, introduced by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RADANOVICH), provides for the exchange
of land within the Sierra National For-
est of California.

The bill would exchange 160 acres of
Forest Service property, of which only
15 acres is above water, for 80 acres of
private land surrounded by National
Forest. The landowner has agreed to
pay the difference of $50,000 to the For-
est Service to finalize the land trans-
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fer. After the completion of the ex-
change, the landowner will convey the
property to the Sequoia Council Boy
Scouts, who have run a camp on the
land through a special use permit for
the last 30 years.

The bill will benefit both the Forest
Service and the Sequoia Council Boy
Scouts. I urge adoption of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Ms. BORDALLO asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
409 directs the Secretary of Agriculture
to exchange 160 acres of Federal land in
the Sierra National Forest at Shaver
Lake for an 80-acre inholding also in
the Sierra National Forest.

H.R. 409, Mr. Speaker, further re-
quires that the owners of the non-
Federal land make a $50,000 cash
equalization payment and convey the
Federal land to the Sequoia Council of
the Boy Scouts of America within 4
months of receiving it.

Mr. Speaker, we have no objections
to H.R. 409.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
RENZI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 409.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF
THE INTERIOR TO CONDUCT A
BOUNDARY STUDY EVALUATING
THE  SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
COLONEL JAMES BARRETT
FARM IN THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 394) to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a boundary study
to evaluate the significance of the
Colonel James Barrett Farm in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and
the suitability and feasibility of its in-
clusion in the National Park System as
part of the Minute Man National His-
torical Park, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 394

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT STUDY.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
Act:

(1) BARRETT’S FARM.—The term ‘‘Barrett’s
Farm’ means the Colonel James Barrett Farm
listed on the National Register of Historic
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Places, including the house and buildings on
the approximately 6 acres of land in Concord,
Massachusetts.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(b) STUDY.—Not later than 2 years after the
date that funds are made available for this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall conduct a boundary
study to evaluate the significance of Barrett’s
Farm in Concord, Massachusetts, as well as the
suitability and feasibility of its inclusion in the
National Park System as part of Minute Man
National Historical Park.

(c) CONTENT OF STUDY.—The study shall in-
clude an analysis of the following:

(1) The significance of Barrett’s Farm in rela-
tion to the Revolutionary War.

(2) Opportunities for public enjoyment of the
site as part of the Minute Man National Histor-
ical Park.

(3) Any operational, management, and private
property issues that need to be considered if
Barrett’s Farm were added to the Minute Man
National Historical Park.

(4) A determination of the feasibility of ad-
ministering Barrett’s Farm considering its size,
configuration, ownership, costs, and other fac-
tors, as part of Minute Man National Historical
Park.

(5) An evaluation of the adequacy of other al-
ternatives for management and resource protec-
tion of Barrett’s Farm.

(d) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Upon completion
of the study, the Secretary shall submit a report
on the findings of the study to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate
and the Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. RENZI) and the gentlewoman
from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. RENZI).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker H.R. 394, introduced by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MEEHAN) and amended by the
Committee on Resources, would direct
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a boundary study to determine
the significance of the Colonel James
Barrett Farm in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and its feasibility for
inclusion as part of the Minute Man
National Historical Park. During the
Revolutionary War, the b-acre farm
was instrumental for its role as a stor-
age station for cannons, gunpowder,
and other munitions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Ms. BORDALLO asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, the
majority has already explained the
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purpose of H.R. 394, which was intro-
duced by the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MEEHAN). Barrett’s Farm
is a significant historical resource, as
evidenced by its previous designation
on the National Register of Historic
Places.

The British marched out of Boston in
April of 1775 looking for munitions
stored by colonists at Barrett’s Farm.
They found neither the munitions nor
the farmer’s owner, James Barrett,
leader of the Middlesex militia, who
was to soon meet the British at North
Bridge where, as Emerson wrote, ‘“The
embattled farmers stood and fired the
shot heard around the world.”

The gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MEEHAN) is to be commended for
his leadership on H.R. 394. Many indi-
viduals and organizations recognize the
historical importance of Barrett’s
Farm and support this legislation. It is
our hope that this study authorized by
H.R. 394 will determine the most appro-
priate means to preserve and interpret
this important aspect of our Nation’s
history.

Mr. Speaker, with that, we support
H.R. 394 as a means to help preserve
the history of Barrett’s Farm and its
role in the start of the American revo-
lution, and urge adoption of the legis-
lation by the House today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MEEHAN).

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Guam for yield-
ing me this time. I also thank the gen-
tleman from Arizona for his comments
on this legislation. This legislation be-
gins the process of further protecting
an important part of American history.

Colonel James Barrett’s farm, lo-
cated in the town of Concord, Massa-
chusetts, is already listed on the Na-
tional Register for Historic Places for
its significance. My legislation calls
for a boundary study to evaluate add-
ing Barrett’s Farm to the Minute Man
National Historic Park, which would
forever protect it from development.

As the gentlewoman from Guam has
indicated, a brief history of Barrett’s
Farm explains why its addition to the
Minute Man National Historic Park
would be appropriate.

Colonel James Barrett was the com-
mander of the militia in Middlesex dur-
ing the Revolutionary War. His farm
was a central depot where the Amer-
ican revolutionaries stored cannons,
gunpowder, and other munitions.

On April 19, 1775, General Thomas
Gage, the commander of all British
forces in North America, ordered 700 of
his troops to march to Barrett’s Farm
to destroy the supplies stored there.
We all know the story of what hap-
pened next.

The colonists learned of the British
plot ahead of time and sent a Boston
silversmith, Paul Revere, into the
night to call his countrymen to arms.
Immediately, the citizens of Concord
started hiding the town’s supplies.
Colonel Barrett’s sons plowed his fields
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and hid munitions in the furrows. By
the time the British reached the farm,
the colonial militia had taken up posi-
tion, ready to strike at the British
Army.

Ultimately, the colonists and the
British came to blows at the North
Bridge in Concord, where ‘‘the shot
heard around the world” was fired,
launching our war for independence.

The citizens of Concord knew the
area, had the manpower and weapons,
and sent the Redcoats running, dealing
a harsh blow to the British Army.

Thirty years ago, Barrett’s Farm was
listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places. Even in Massachusetts,
where most places can be called his-
toric, Barrett’s Farm stands out as an
icon of American history.

Minute Man National Historic Park
encompasses 967 acres, including the
North Bridge, Lexington Green, and
the Battle Road Trail, where the Brit-
ish traveled and advanced and re-
treated.

Including Barrett’s Farm within the
boundaries of Minute Man Park would
add an integral part of this storied bat-
tle. Barrett’s Farm was the impetus for
the British advance and vigorous work
of Colonel Barrett, and his militia was
a reason why the British retreated.

This battle has become iconic of
American history and every piece of
that story should be preserved. By add-
ing the farm to the Minute Man Na-
tional Historic Park and placing it in
the able oversight of the National Park
Service, we can ensure that this impor-
tant piece of our history will be en-
joyed for generations to come.

Passing today’s legislation, which
authorizes a study to this end, is the
first step towards reaching the goal.

We would not have the opportunity
to pass the bill today if it were not for
the hard work of many people who
have ensured the story of Colonel
James Barrett be told. First and fore-
most is Anna Winter, the director of
Save Our Heritage, a nonprofit group
dedicated to preserving the grand his-
tory of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. Anna and her colleagues are
the driving force behind the effort to
protect places like Walden Pond and
Barrett’s Farm.

I would also like to recognize the ef-
forts of Nancy Nelson, the super-
intendent of Minute Man National
Park. Nancy’s tireless efforts to maxi-
mize the impact of the park have cre-
ated not only a spot of extraordinary
beauty, but also have preserved the
land in which our freedom was won. Be-
cause of Nancy and her colleagues at
the National Park Service, our chil-
dren can learn the history of our Na-
tion while walking the same steps as
those patriots did centuries ago.

I would also like to thank the staff of
the Trust for Public Land, a hard-
working group of people that highly
values the conservation of all lands for
historical sites and community parks
to wilderness areas. For over 30 years,
the Trust has helped more than 2,700

H8119

conservation projects come to fruition,
each project representing a community
like Concord, trying to beautify and
protect its natural history.

Finally I would like to thank the
gentleman from California (Chairman
PoMBO) and the gentleman from West
Virginia (Ranking Member RAHALL) for
bringing this important bill to the
floor, and I deeply appreciate the effort
of my colleagues.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
RENZI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 394, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AMENDING THE PITTMAN-ROBERT-
SON WILDLIFE RESTORATION
ACT TO EXTEND THE DATE
AFTER WHICH SURPLUS FUNDS
IN THE WILDLIFE RESTORATION
FUND BECOME AVAILABLE FOR
APPORTIONMENT

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 1340) to amend the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to
extend the date after which surplus
funds in the wildlife restoration fund
become available for apportionment.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1340

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AVAILABILITY OF SURPLUS FUNDS IN
WILDLIFE RESTORATION FUND.

Section 3(b)(2)(C) of the Pittman-Robert-
son Wildlife Restoration Act (16 U.S.C.
669b(b)(2)(C) is amended by striking ‘2006’
and inserting ‘2016”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. RENZI) and the gentlewoman
from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. RENZI).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I support S. 1340 intro-
duced by the distinguished chairman of
the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee, Senator JAMES
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